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To the practice of the states antecedent to and at{the supreme court of the United States on ‘the ef- 
the epoch of adoption of the constitution, and to the} fect of a practice in fixing the mezning of the const" 
silence on this head of those whose attention was| tution, would not permit the court to listen to its 
directly called to this article, mav be added the/In the case referred to, a usage of only ten or twelve 
uninterrupted and undisputed usage of all or most} years, and which had once been interrupted by an 
of the states from that day down to the present| act of congressjawagsdeemed tosettle a question, in 
time. Yet, after the lapse of near thirty years,/ which was involved ‘thi y independence of an 
during which time scarcely a chasm or intermission | impertant and co-ording! ember of the federal 
js to be discovered in the usage of the state where| govermmenty and that foo in opposition to what, 
the court is now holding, it is called upon to pro-| many will think, as probably did the judges them- 
nounce all its insolvent laws, so far at least as they | selves who decided it, the plain and obvious letter 
operate on past debts, and all discharges underjand spirit of ‘he constitution. 
them of such debts, as repugnanttotheconstitution,} But aside from this contemporaneous, and univer- 
and therefore void. Without adverting to the se-}sal expression of public and private sentiment on 
rious consequences of such a decision, with which! this subject, the court is not v@ry certain that 
the court has nothing to do, how, it may be asked, | it would have regarded a law of this nature if the 
is the uniform practice which has been mentioned | question were of earlier date, as “impairing the ob- 
to be accounted for, but from a general and univer- | ligstion of contracts.” 
sal understanding that such practice was no depar-| This objcc'ion goes only to such of these laws as 
ture from any of the obligations which one siate had | affect antecedent contracts. It may very safely be 
contracted with the others? Can we believe that. assumed, that most, if not all of the msolvent laws 
before time was allowed to organize the general go-| in this country, fall within this description, and an 
vernment, and while the instrument of its furmation interposition by the legislature in this way seems 
was undergoing the examination and criiicisms of absolutely necessary, if not inevitable, wherever 
able and industrious adversaries, any state could |iMprisonment for debt is allowed. Such laws can- 
have passed laws of this cliaracter, not only without /not therefore be regarded as contrary to the first 
animacversion, but execute them without any ob-;principles of the social compact, or opposed to 
jection from a numerous class of ¢itizens whoare injthose sound and wholesome rules of legislation 
general not the most inattentive to or ignorant of! which were intended to be preserved pure and in 
their rights? Would not a clamor on the part of)Vivlate by those who made the constitution. A pow- 
creditors have been heard from one extremity of the) er to piss such laws necessarily results from an an- 
of the union to the other, against such ustrpation of tecedent state of things, and from the existence of 
power if it had been viewed in that light? And if/asystem, which, if left to itself, without occasional 
the iegislatures of the several states could not have controls onthe part of the iegislature, would pro- 
been brought back to a sense of duty by remonstran-| duce permanent individual distress and ruin, and to 
ces against the exercise of such a right, would|an extent, highly injurious, not only to the state 
not applications have been made te the courts of, itself, but to the very parties, who might, in the 
justice, .o arrest by their decisions the progress of moment of passion or Cisappointment, resort to it as 
such gross and frequent violation of the constitution?; amean of coercion :—This attribute of sovereign- 
But not only have these laws been passed without} ty, for as such it is regarded by the court, it was 
a constitutional difficulty being ever suggested by) better that the state should retain, than te have re- 
any member of the legislature, at the time; but fre-| linquished to the federal government. By the for- 
quenily as they must have been brought to the no-|mer it would be exercised within a less extended 
tice of the courts of the different states, and some.|sphere, and of course with not so much danger of 
times of the federal judiciary, it is not until very re-/itjary to the parties concerned, as if the same duty 
centiy that the present objection has been heard of. | lad beem performed by the congress of the United 
Congress, too, in the only bankrupt law which they | States. «If then the passing of laws affecting in this 
ever passed, introduced a provision, that it should| way, past as wéil as future, debts has been in use 
not “repeal or annul the laws of any state, then} within this state ever since its independence, and 
in force or which might hereafier be enacied for} for many years while a colony, and if such practice 
the relief of insolvent debtors”—many, if not all/has not only been acquiesced in but was absolutely 
ot which then in force, will on examination be|necessary, may it noi be fairly presumed that every 
found to be retrospective. “Either, thea, these| contract within this state, or to be enforced here, is 
laws are not within the prohibition, of #f they are,|made under a full knowledge of such practice, 
and the terms of it are so obscure as to havehither-| which must now be deemed a perfect right; and 
to eluded tie research of so manyiwhe must have }that this being known and understood by both par- 
had an interest in its discoveryg@t is the very case|fies at the time, the creditor has no right to com- 
in which a court ought to rely tof 1S trie sense in a|plain, if his debtor shall one day be liberated by vir. 
general practice which has been so long submitied |tue of an insoivent law which may be in force at 
to. It has been said that a practical construction is|the timeofthe contract, or which mav be afterwards 
of no importance when a question arises on public|passed, not, from the obligation or payment of the 
acts of so important and solemn a nature asa written | debt; butfrom personal confinement, on conditian 
compact between several independent states. ‘I'he |of makingspayment as far as he isabie? The eourt 
instrument, it is said, should speak for itself. Bu.|has proce@ded on a belief that most if not all of 
if there be any thing in this remark, a decision of|the states bas been in the habit of extending thd. 
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insolvent laws to all debts without any regard to 
the time of contracting them. ‘Time has not been 
afforded during a very busy term to examine the 
statutes of the different states, even if they had 
been within reach of the court, to see if there were 
any exceptions. There may be some difference in 
these laws, as to the mode of proceeding, and in 
the effect of a discharge obtained understhem. In 
some cases the debtor is alone the actor im obtain- 
ing it. In others a part of his creditors unite with 
him; by some agam the person only is exonerated, 
either from all his creditors, or from those who have 
sued him. By others.ail future acquisitions as well 
as the bady are ptatediout ofethe reach of the cre- 
ditors; but the prince} e on wi ich they proceed is 
ibe sige in all, that is,.a Fight i the legislature to 
relive insolvent debtors fram imprisonment. by 
seme general law. The degree of interference is 
of no importance as it affects this question. Every 
kind of interference, however limited im degree, 
must, on the principle m which the plaintiffs rely, 
be a violation of the constitution. 
had been of thé odious character which is now at- 
tached to them, is it not probable that at least some 
one state would have checked the further enacting 
of them by an article in the bill of rights prefixed 
to iis constituiion ? No such limitation, however, is 
to be found, nor any expression bearing on the sub- 
ject. Referring those who may wish to pursue the 
enquiry for the laws of the other states on this sub- 
ject to thei several statute books, the court will 
only notice some of those which have been passed 
by the colony and by the state of New-York. In 
1755 a general act for the relief of insolvent debtors 
was passed. In May, 1761, another passed requir. 
ing the assent of three fourths of the creditors in 
value, which expired in 1770. From that time until 
1784 no general system was in force, but many acts 
were occasionally passed for the relief individuals. 
In 1784, a gencral system was again adopted si- 
milar to the one which had expired in 1770. In 
1788, another general insolvent law passed. ‘This 
was revived in 1801. In April, 1811, the law passe 
under which the present discharge was obtained, 
which permitted the debtor alone to petition, with- 
out the concurrence of any creditor. “In 1812, the 
jast law was repealed, and the consent of three 
fourths of the creditors again required. In 1813 
ihe system now in force was adcpted, which re- 
quires the co-operation of two. thirds instead of 
three fourths of the ereditors. By not one of these 
jaws are debts previously contracted, excepted from 
its operation. Let it also be remembered, that 
frequently as the attention of the council of revi- 
sion of this state, composed of the governor, chan- 
cellor and judges of the supreme court, has been 
called to this subject, this objection has never oc- 
curred to them, watchful and able as they ever have 
been to discover and check every aberration im the 
legislature from a correct and constitutional course 
of duty. But if it be on account of their relation 
back, that insolvent laws are regarded as impairing 
the obiigation of contracts, bankrupt laws are liabie 
to the sameobjection; and such was the character of 
the only one which congress ever passed. Now, al- 
ihough there be no constitutional resiraint in terms 
on that body from passing laws interfering with pri- 
vate contracts, it is not to be presumed. they would 
knowingly give their sanction #6 any,act of this 
kind. Nor, even in passing a bankruptdaw, would 
they have cone it in a form jiable to so sefious an im 

putation, if they had believed they were impairing 
the obligation of contracts, especially as that power 
might have been exercised free from every objec- 











If these laws | by 


tion of this nature. It is some proof that laws of 
this description are not regarded by congress as 
any violation of contract, merely on account of their 
retrospective influence. ‘The contract in truth re- 
mains in full force, while payment thereof by the po- 
licy and humanity of most civilized nations must in 
‘case of misfortune be sought for out of the estate 
of the debtor, who, as well as his fuiure property, 
is in general released. 

Afier all that has been said, the court considers 


regrets that it has not yet received a decision at 
Washington, which would produce uniformity of 
judgment at least in the courts of the United States, 

But if these constitutional objections ate removed 
it is alledged that the contract being made and 
being payable, in Boston, cannot be affected by any 
discharge obtained under the laws of the state of 
New-York. Under this head of argument the court 
has been reminded of a rule, which it is presumed, 
when properly understood, will be acknowledged 
every one; that is, that the lex loci eontractus 
must be resorted to in order to ascertain the mean- 
ing of every agreement made abroad. This does 
not proceed from mere comity or courtesy to- 
wards other nations, but from the immutable prin- 
ciples of justice, which would be violated by ap- 
plying to a foreign contract, when deciding on its 
obligation, and affect any other law than that of the 
place where it was made—for how palpably unju&t 
would it be for this court to pronounce void a bond 
executed at Canton and payable there, because by it 
should be reserved a greater interest, which might 
be lawful there, than seven per cent. per annum, 
which would render it usurious in this state? This 
is the meaning of the rule, and it is a salutary and 
just one. But out of it have arisen some dicta, 
which are ripening very fast into decisions of the 
most mischievous tendency, and between which 
and the rule itself it is difficult to perceive anv 
connection. It has been said that the nature and 
validity of a contract must be settled by the law 
of the place where it was made, so also, it cannot 
be affected by any discharge of the debtor under 
the bankrupt or insolvent laws of the place where 
ihe resides or of the country to which he belongs, 
or in other words, that a contract made in a foreign 
state, and with a view to its code, can only be dis- 
charged pursuant to, that is, as the rule is now ap- 
plied, under the bankrupt laws of such state. Ac- 
cordingly, suits have recently been maintained 
against bankrupts and insolvents, whenever they 
have been arrested, by process out of the court of 
any ether state than the one in which they became 
so. Thus a citizen of Pennsylvania has not been per-* 
mitted to sue in New-York a debtor who may re- 
side, and have been liberated under a law of the 
latter state, but if he can be found in Massachu- 
setts, or elsewhere, bis certificate it is said will be 
of no avail, provided the contract were made im 
Philadelphia, or élsewhere in the commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. This is not exactly the case here, 
but as these decisions are supposed to have a con- 
siderable bearing on it, the court will be expected 
to express an opinion on them. It has no hesitation 
in saying, thatit considers them as forming a part 
of aclass of eaSes, which, it will one day be lament- 
ed, should ever have found their way into the com- 
mercial code of this country. They appear to pre 


ceed on a misapprehension of the rights of inde- 
pendent’nations—but principally on a mistake 
applying the lex loci contractus, as well to the re- 








medy as to the construction and validity of the 
agreement, contrary to atl the adjudged cases. 0” 


this question as one of considerable difficulty, and 
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this head. They maintain that a debtor can never; this court. Ithen stated that a surrender of all a 
under any circumstances, be discharged against the | bankrupt’s effects, under the laws of the state in 
will of his foreign creditors, if his contracts with | which he permanently resided, ought to operate as 
them be made where they reside, and with a view to |a discharge from his creditors in every part of the 
the laws of their country, by any proceedings under | world; and I will now add, without any regard to 
the insolvent laws of the state of which the debtor | the court or country in which the action against 
je’. member, but only by a certificate obtained pur-{ him may be prosecuting : whatever fault may be 
suant to the bankrupt system, if any such there be, | found with this opinion, I am mistaken if it will not 
of the several countries in which his creditors may | be found to conform with the sentiments and prac. 
happen to reside. If the rule be not laid down pre-| tice of commercial men, and to be for. the benefit 
cisely in these terms, such are its import and effect, | of trade, that it should be so. Merchants generally 
and such or something like it is the practice which} believe, that if their debtors abroad, no matter how 
js very fast introducing itsélf, under the sanction of| the debt was contracted, or when payable, be regu- 
xt. If this be so, how is an American merchant, | larly discharged by the bankrupt or any other law 
who may be indebted in several countries abroad, in| of the state in which they reside, and his estate 
case of misfortune, ever to get disentangled from | being divided among all his creditors, they are ex- 
his debts. No proceedings under the bankrupt | onerated every where. The rule so often cited from 
laws of the United States, if there be anv, nor in| Huberus and Casaregis, has tio application to such 
conformity with the insolvent provisions of his own|a case. When the latter speaks of contracts ter- 
state, can Go him any good. If he remains in his} ritorialand exterritorial, it is most manifest that 
own country, trusting to the validity of such pro- he means nothing more than that a contract made 
ceedings, perpetual imprisonment must be his/|in one Country, is not to be construed by the Jaws 
doom, if his foreign creditors shall be as unrelent-| of another. Now, the difficulty is to find out what 
ing as this rule is well caleulated to render them; | the lex loci contractus has to do with the case of a 
for no power there, it is said, can reli¢ve him against; future insolvency, or how the law of one country 
this class of demand, but upon full payment of them, | can differ from that of another in this respect. It 
without a violation of the coniract made abroad,|is presumed to be law every where, that a man is 
or a disregard of the comity, due from one nation! to pay according to his contract, but if he be unable 
to another; according to this doctrine he has no al-| to pay any where, what then has the lex loci to do 
ternative left but that of going to the different) with the case? Is it part of that law, or is it any 
countries where he may be indebted, and there| part of the contract express or implied, that no 
submitting to the proceedings established for the} government upon earth shall be allowed to inter- 
relief of unfortunate traders. And yet it is not per-| fere for his protection in case of misfortune and 
ceived how his foreign creditors will bé gainers by insolvency; or, if it does, that such protection shall 
exposing him to so great a hardship, for if he| not extend beyond the limits of the state in which 
shall commence his career of insolvency, as he na-| he lives, and not even there, as ig contended in this 
{vally will do, in his own state, the assignment of} case? Is it not for the advintage of foreign credi- 
his estate made there, will leave nothing for the| tors, and will it not comport better with the inte- 
creditors abroad, it being admitted, that by it the rast of all parties, that when an insolWwency occurs, 
whole of his property, wherever it may be, will pass. | they shall be placed on an equal footing with domes. 
In like manner, a debtor who shall fail, and have/tic creditors’ It may be ruinous tv the debtor, but 
creditors of this description in different parts of the| of what advantage will it be to his absent creditor, 
union, will have to make a tour of the United States, | to have him consigned toa prison during life without 
before he can commence business again, in order to! any right to a participatiowon his part, in the proper. 
seek relicf under the insolvent system of each state. | ty in the hands of his assignees; for it has not yet 
is it not more reasonable to suppose, as the case} been pretended, although this might as well be prov- 
most undoubtedly is, that every contract, where-| ed by the lex loci, that the creditors abroad has a 
ever made, must proceed on an expectation, that} right to a dividend of his estate, and to the body of 
uie parties shall perform it according to the terms, | the debtor in the bargain, If care be not taken the 
if they are able, but if there shali be an inability in; great solicitude which has recently been discovered 
cither to fulfil his part of the agrecment, that then | for creditors in other countries, will producé deci- 
the other party shall be placed on as gobdd, but not ‘sions, if such have not already been made, which in 
on a better footing, as to any remedy whicii he may |case of bankruptcy will do them more harm than 
seek for its breach or non-performance, as those| good. The truth is, ail that amity, good faith, the 
who may reside in the country of the debidr. This, | contract of the parties, and the lex loci, if it has 
in case of insolvency, I should regard as a per-{any thing to do with the question, can require is 
formance of the contract, secundum legem loci con-| that their interests and rights shall not be postper.- 
tractus, unless it were shown, that some different] ed, or in other words, that they shall be as well 
stipulation in the event of insolvency had been en- | taken care of us those of other creditors. Yet the 
fered into, which is not pretended, and probably j court of king’s bench, in Smith and Buchanan, went 
hever did form a part of any contract, where no; on the sole ground of the tex loci, when it decreed 
specific security was taken; and if it did, would | onthe inefficiency of adischarge in Maryland against 
hardly be enforced to the prejudice of other cre- !the claim of a British creditor. “it is impossible,” 
ditors. Ifa remedy against tle person of an insol-jsays lord Kenyon, “that a contract made in one 
Vent debtor be>allowed to his creditors abroad | country is to be governed by the laws of another.” 
Which is denied to a domestic creditor, what is it|/It is also remarked in this case, that it might as 
but to give the former a preference dover the latter, | well be contended, that if the state of Maryland had 
Which neither justice will sanction, nor the de.v loci | enacted that no debts due from its own subjects, to 
inany case, @&pect. On this subjeet had an oppor- | the subjects of Kngland, should be paid, the Buglish 
tunity of expressing an opinion many Years'agd, in }ereditor wotld be hound by ity A-law of this kind 
One of the casés Which has now been cited. To | would nat have been enforced. by any court. 6f this 
that opinion E adhere, and shall adhere antil a dif- | country,| but between the iniquity and injustice of 
ierent rule shall be presented by a tribunal which | such a statute, and one which plucedhthe Britisheoa 
bas a right to control and direct the judgment of}a level with the American creditor, this eonrt per 
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ceives no resemblance; while the one is calculated 
to exeiie the just indignation of any man, the other 


is well entitled to universal appar If in all 
its provisions it did not yresefible the bankrupt laws 
of England, its effect in producing an equal division 
of the insolvent’s estate was the same, it ought not 
to pags unvoticed, that at the very moment of ren- 
dering this judgment, the court admits that an as- 
sienment under the act of Maryland, would vest the 
property of the bankrupt, wherever it might be, in 
his assignees. If so, it would seem to follow, that 
the dcbtor himself ought to be discharged; for if 
the law takes from him, and against his consent, his 
property every where and secures it even from the 
pursuit of a foreign creditor, why should it not be 
allowed to offer a protection equally extensive to 
his person ? Or why should he be placed in the very 
awkward situation of being liable to imprisonment 
abroad, when in that very.country he may have 
more than property enough to satisfy the demands 
of his foreign creditor, but which has been placed 
out of his reech by an assignment previously made 
under the laws of his own state? Andit may here 
be remarked, that the universal effect which is 
given to such assignments is not among the least of 
the advantages which foreigs creditors derive from 
the bankrupt or insolvent laws of the cotimtry where 
their debtors reside. {t prevents the creditors near 
him, and who will be first apprised of his misfor- 
tunes, and of the nature and situation of its pro- 
perty, from laying attachment on many parts of it, 
to the prejudice of those at a distance. Tis case 
will be dismissed with only one other observation. 
The merchants of the United States have never sup- 
posed that they can proceed in their own courts 
against British bankrupts, if found here, merely 
because the debt may have been contracted and 
payable on this side of the Atlantic; they receive and 
are satisfied with the dividend made in England; but 
shall any heresfter make the attempt and succeed 
itis to be hoped that the court which shall sustain 
so novel a pretension, will have more courtesy than 
to compare thé bankrupt laws of England, which 
are perhaps as perfect as such a system can well be, 
with an act of parliament, which prohibit to Ame 

can citizens the recovery of their just demands 
against British subjects. Inthe case of Van Raugh 
cad Van Arsdain in the supreme court of this state, 
We are only told that the question had been decided 
ten years before, but what the case referred to was, 
or on what ground the decision was placed, does 
not appear. Ia Smith and Smith, however, the court 
yefers to the decision in East, and assigns the same 
reason that is there given, and which has already 
been remarked on. 

But this court is desired and expected to ad- 
vance one step beyond alt the dectsions which have 
yet been made on this subject. Hitherto, an unfor. 
tanate debtor, even if he had heard of the few 
eases which have been mentioned, might think 
himself safe if he would but,confine himself within 
the limits of his own state. Here he might confi- 
dently expect protection against the pursuit of 
every crediior without regard to his place of resi- 
dence, or to ihe spot where the contract was to be 
performed. But even this, security from imprison- 
ment it is now desired\to be withdrawn from him, 
ahd this course of conduct is pressed on the court, 
not on the footing of a series of adjudged cases 
from which there might be no escape, for none such 
ate produced; not because it will accord with tie 

eneral sense of the cOmmercial world, for that it 
1s believed is directly opposed to it. Not because 
of ay odioug discriminations which are found in 


a" 


the insolvent law of this state, between territoriag 
and extra territorial creditors, for they are placed 
on a perfect equality. Not becatise the interests of 
commerce will be advanced by it, for in such a state 
of things none but men of the most enterprising 
character, will dare to engage in it. Nor yet be. 
cause other countries practise on this rule, for no. 
thing resembling it is pretended to be in use in an 
other part of the globe. Nor is it to be believed, that 
the court of king’s berch itself, notwithstanding the 
solitary case which has been produced as to a dis. 
charge abroad, would disregard a plea of bankrupt- 
cy by a British debtor, against the claim of any fo- 
reign creditor, whatever might be the plea of con< 
tract or of payment. The court having already 
expressed its opinion on the inapplicability of the 
lex loci contractus to all cases of this kind, wilk 
only add thaé this rule has performed its office, as a 
construction is given to the contract, according to 
such law; but in case of inabilty, a new state of 
things occurs, the only preper ruie to govern whieh 
is, that care be taken to enforce an equal and fair 
distribution of an estate, under the laws of the 
country in which the debtor has his residence. In- 
solvent laws have been hardly and not very earnestly 
considcred by plaintiff’s counsel, to laws authoriz.- 
ing the payment of a debt with one cent in the dol- 
lar, and in a way and at a time different from the 
agreement of the parties. They do no such thing; 
they afford a sanc‘ion to no injustice—they violate 
no law human or divine; they leave the obligation 
of parties in full force—they create no inability, nor 
interfere between one who is able to pay, and his 
creditors, but when sucl: inability intervenes, they 
step in and take eare, or at least such is their object, 
that a complete surrender of the debtor’s estate 
shall be made for the benefit of all his creditors; 
and when this is done, they compel the latter to 
observe towards him that mercy and forbearance 
which, in similar circumstances, they would wish 
and expect to have extended to themselves. 

It seemed to be admitted on the argument, that 
if foreign creditors had been named in this act, they 
would have been barred. The court thinks them 
as much bound by the general and comprehensive 
terms of this act, as if they had been specially de- 
signated. Enough has already been done in their 
ifavor without clothing them with a prerogative not 
yet heard of, that of being exempt from every law, 
unless particularly named; nor is this the ground 
on which these decisions go. It is that a state has 
no right to pass laws to discharge its insolvent sub- 
ject from debts due abroad. But if the court has 
erred in the principles which it has adopted, or in 
the application of them to foreign creditors in ge- 
neral, the plaintiffs have no right to complain, for 
when a citizen of Massachusetts, where they reside, 
is imprisoned, at the suit of a citizen of this or any 
other state, he can, under the laws of that common- 
wealth, obtain his discharge, as to his person at 
least, without the creditor’s consent, and such dis- 
charge is regarded, as it ought to be, binding on 
all the courts of that state. 

Sitting, therefore, in the state which passed the 
insolvent act in question, and to which no constitu- 
tional objection «ppears, this court is not sensible 
that it departs from a single adjudged case in Eng- 
land, or in this siate, when it decides on the uni- 
versal validity of a discharge obtained under it. 

Upon the whole, this court is of opinion that the 
act of the 3d of April, 1811, is an insolvent and. not 
a bankrupt law; that if it be of the latter deserip- 
tion, the several states have a right to pass bank- 
rupt laws for themselves until congress shall esta- 
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lish a uniform system on the subject : that an in- 
solvent act extending to past aswell as future debts 
is not a law “impairing the obligation of contracts,” 
within the meaning of the constitution : and that 
a federal court, sitting within this state, is bound to 
support a discharge under such Jaw against the 
claim of a foreign creditor, although the debt due 
to him may have been contracted and made payable 
at his place of residence. 

The present verdict must, therefore, be set aside, 
and a verdict and judgment entered for the defen- 
dant. 








(7 For two or three years past, by direction of 


the “SevVENTY-sIx assocraTion,” of Charleston, S. C. 
the editor of the Weekly Register has been favored, 
in a very flattering manver, with a copy of the 
annual orations delivered before it on the 4th of 
July. That on the late anniversary, pronounced by 
Benjamin Elliott, esq. has been received—and, it is 
well observed by the highlyijrespectable committee 
presenting it, that “the energyavith which this pro- 
duction upholds the republican cause, and the elo- 
quence with which it illustrates its principles, give 
it, as we conceive, strong claims to your perusal 
and that of every other patriotic American.” Hear 
tily subscribing to this opinion, we shall endeavor, 
as soon as relieved of our present heavy engage- 
ments, to give it a place in this paper, fur its more 
general circulation. 
THE TOUR OF THE PRESIDENT. 

Several of our friends have very good humoredly 
queried, whether the plain republican character of 
the Wrexty Reeister was not rather compromitted 
by the space allowed in its pages to accounts of the 
forms and ceremonies attending the ‘‘President’s 
tour,” &e.- The editor thinks it is not: a belief that 
these things belong to the history of the manners 
an | feelings of the times, and an asstirance that they 
will be frequently referred to hereafter for various 
useful or amusing purposes, led him to give them 
so much in detail. His own views of things are 
entirely repugnant to the pompous proceedings of 
his eastern brethren: so much so, that understand. 
ing Mr. Monroe was on a tour of business, with a 
pointed intimation that he wished to avoid any mark 
of public respect from the people as he passed along, 
—he, valuing the services of the president and 
yielding obedience to his wishes, carefully kept 
himself from every place where it might be expect- 
ed to meet him, during his stay in Baltimore. It 
seems impossible that, encompassed with a crowd 
—at every hour intruded upon, and beset at every 
turn and corner by an idly gazing multitude, Mr. 
‘Monroe can either perform his public duties so 
easily, or enjoy himself as a private gentleman would 
do, under other cireumstances—and it was these 


and most honest men living; and fhat many such 
establishments are, or are designed to be,* conduct- 
ed on their original principle. But he is not less 
informed, and the fact is notorious to every body, 
that excessive banking has opened a door to sys- 
tematic speculation and deliberate fraud unpa- 
ralleled, perhaps, in any country—which strikes 
chiefly, if not entirely, at the poor and needy, the 
struggling and laborious classes of society. To 
the former description of persons the editor re- 
spectfully offers his homage; calling Upon them 
{ to interpose their wealth and influence to pro- 
tect labor from the vultures that are preying 
upon it—for the other description, he wishes 
voluntary repentange, or coerced justice—pro- 
mising them his best endeavors to effect the one 
or the other. : 

As honest a man as ever lived may be unable te 
pay his debts. Butno honest man, so situated, will 
live profligately, and spend double the amount that 
he ought to do. 

To apply this proposition to a fact that has just 
came under my observation, tending to shew the 
speculating conduct of some of our banking msti- 
tutions: I see an advertisement in a public néws- 
paper, that acertain bank has declared a dividend 
of Five per cent. for the last six months, which bank 
does not honor its notes, the same being 7 or 8 per 
cent. below a specie value, or the notes of another 


efforts to meet its engagements, having m&édé a 
very small dividend, if any at all, for some time 
past. I do not know which is most to be admired— 
the impudence of the bank in thus proclaiming its 
own shame, or the patience of the people in sub- 
mitting to so gross an imposition. There is every 
reason to believe that this bank might have met 
its engagements, if it had been as zealous for its own 
honor as to make a profit byits business. It is un- 
derstood to hold a considerable amount of the U.S, 
stocks, which are convertible into specie at an 
hour’s notice, for at least pur, though purchased at 
10 or 12 or 20 per cent. below it: but, by holding on 
to this, while the people demean themselves by not 
refusing their depreciated paper, they make a dou- 
ble interest—and this is too severe a temptation 
for their virtue to withstand! Reaily, really, there 
is a degree of assurance in it that shocks me. In 
such a state of things, why is not the dividend, or 
profits, applied to a payment of the debts of the 
bank—why is not the U. S. stock sold to liquidate 
them? 

Now, let us take it on the other side: If this bank 
holds the paper of individuals, whose notions of 
mere convenience or designs to make a profit by it, 
will not permit them to retire in due season, ac- 











united considerations led us to the procedure just 
Stated; nor can we conceive a situation more un. 
pleasant than that of man’s not having a moment 
at his own disposal. These things are mentioned 
to shew, that, in recording the events of his tour, 
we do not approve them—and that that disappro- 
bation arises from our wishes for the public ser- 
vice, with the private convenience, of the president 
of the United States. Besides—there is danger in 


Ln and parade. ‘Caution is the parent af secu- 
rity, 











Banks and Bank Notes. 


The editor ofthe Weexy Reersrxr is not ignarant 
that among the directors of our banking institu- 


cording to specific engagement, as well as their pro- 
mise expressed on the fuce of it—what would the bank 
do? The directors, assembled in august conclave, 
would instantly pronounce the makers of such pa- 
per dishonest, as well as impudent, and direct the 
sheriff, on judgment obtained, to seize upon and 
sell the very beds of such contumacious persons!—~ 
Yes—and I say they would do what is right. I have 
no pity for a man that suffers convenience to stand 





*The attention of all is requested to this expres- 
sion, marked in italic. The truth is, that there are 
very few of the banks, that, through some cunning 
directors or cute officers, are not, more or less, made 
a medium of speculation and imposi'ion gn the prb- 
lic. 1 know some queer things which a regard for 





tions there are many of the best, most honorable; 


my informants forbids a present publication of 


bank im the same place: the latter, with honorable — 
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in the way between him and the payment of his 
debts due.* But—this “rule warks both ways”— 
the misfortune is, that the men able to exact jus- 
tice, plain simple justice, of the banks, are so gene- 
rally parties to their sfeculations. I say “specula- 
tions,”’ because the people are not yet prepared to 
hear the right name thatsuch conduct deserves. But 

they will too sqon be prepared. 
Anather exceedingly convenient method has been 
adopted to fleece the people. A bank, at “Oz/ 
Creek” { for instance, employs an engraver and a pa- 
per-maker, (who are now very important persons in 
the making of danks_) and issues a number of noies, 
payable or redeemable in some city, or at some 
piace, where a large part of the businegs of the 
people about the said Owl Creck, for instance, as 
aforesaid, is centered. Fora while, these notes are 
faithfully paid or redeemed, being cautiously given 
out, and obtain the entire confidence of the people. 
This first part of the scheme being accomplished, 
immense issues of such bills are suddenly made, 
and loaned by the directors to each other. The 
farmer confidently sells his produce, and the me- 
chanic cheerfiilly gives his labor for them, And 
then, they are not paid or redeemed us promised, and 
down they so— ‘seven and a half to ten per cent below 
par,’ and are bought up at that depreciation by 
the very persons who put them first into circulation 
to meet their own engagements at the bank, at par. 
The diiterence is clear profit—for the interest paid 
to the bank for the use of its notes, is returned to 
he borrowers, as stockholders, in dividend. 


whose aggregate depredations on the public have 
not equalled those of many individuals of our bank. 
directing speculators, 

There is no real scarcity of specie to justify the 





refusal ef some banks to pay it, and of most te deal 
it ought as though it were their heart’s blood. Ve- 
ary large quantities of it are received from all parts— 


Mexico and South America, England, France, Hol- 
land, Germany, Italy and Turkey, with the West 
{tndies, &c, contribute to our steck. It is thepi- 
nion of many, and I think it is a fact, that there ne- 
ver before was so much gold and silver in the United 
States as there is now—perhaps by one third or an 
half of the whole quantity; but the banking. mania, 
with the speculations that have followed it, has 
given to the precious metals more value than they 
used to have. At a majority of the banks who no- 
minally affect to honor their notes, they look upon 
a man as a sort of an enemy who. asks them to pay 
a debt of ten dollars, It is this foolish and niggardly 
practice that keeps a specie circulation scarce—and 
it is to such banks that we are indebted for all the 
inconvenience that arises from its real or supposed 
greater value. If they paid it out freely and by 
common consent, they would receive more of it than 
they would pay out,except of small pieces for change, 
But here is the secret—deposits of specie bring 
them no interest—the United States’ stock do; and 
the public right or convenience is laughed at when 
it comes in contact with the profit of the stock. 





holders. I have heard of a bank that prefers pay- 


J) ing interest to another fora greater amount than its 


know a person that by one of these operations Jost capital and trust to the chapter of accidents ta 
109 dollars; an amount probably greater than the reduce it, rather than part with its U. S. stock, at 


* . . } 
profit he made on the article for which he received | par. 
T cannot see why counterfeit notes, to|if a person, ten years ago, had said that such an 


the notes. 


This is a part of the new system of things; 


the amount of that loss, might not as well have been| event could happen toa respectable institution, the 


imposed upon him. 
been so; for if he could not have recovered the 
money of the person deceiving him, he might, per- 


| 


Nay, 1{ were better that it had! people would have called him a fool. 


Every body knows that these things are so—and 
every body, in the neighborhood of banks whose 


haps, have caught him and punished him as he de-| notes have not a specie value, writhes under their 


served. 


oppressive operation; yet such is the terror of these 


Independent of these legitimate frauds, the people iustitutions, so great their hold and influence on 
suffer excessively by other speculators who also|the public mind and feeling, that they go on, dank- 
take the liberty of making dank notes. The country! rupts as they are, With a high hand, and laugh at 
is full of counterfeits, or of bank notes of places|the petty obligations of honor and of law, which 
where there are no banks; and we can hardly take! they so rigidly exact of others! This is true. ‘We 
Yip a newspaper without sceing some caution on the! have fallen on evil times,” indeed—can we think 


subject, or an account of some “notorious” villain 
detected, &c. This latter evil has its birth chiefly 
in the former one, and will advance pari passu with 


that there is a conspiracy among the rich to oppress 


the poor, and reduce them to subordination? Alas'. 


it looks too much like it. The spirit of a people, 


it: and they are more nearly of a kindred quality}that Great Britain in two wars, with all her armies 


than many have thought of. The manner and ope- 
ration is different, yet the effectisthesame. But, 
by the first, one man rides in his coach—and, by 
the second, another saws stone in the penitentiary. 
Hundreds of men have been hung in England,+ 


nes 


gt 





*It may be right for a man to avoid a sacrifice of 

his property to pay his debts. But he that will not 

sell any mercantable thing that he has, at a fair 
ice, to pay them, cannot be ranked as honest. 

{It is said there is a bank somewhere called the 
“Owl Creek Bank.” They are so numerous and so 
easily made at present, tliat they are “hard run” to 
get names for them! 

+The natives of England generally call their coun- 
try england. Some very learned men suppose this 
to be a corruption of the word Hane-land—which 
it appears to deserve from the frequent hangings of 
the people. There are more persons, probably, put 
to death for crimes against the civil law in the 
tinted kingdoms, than im all the rest of Europe and 





gh fica. 


and navies, could not break down, yields to the 
influence of o/d rags, and submits, without a strug- 
gle, to a grievance of far greater magnitude than 
the imposition of a paltry tax of 2d. per ib. upon 
tea! The truth is, and the length and the breadth 
of the matter is this, that pvpxiic opinion, aided by 
the Jaw, must reduce the infiuence of the banks,— 
or the banks wil] reduce a great and mighty people 
to the condition of the inhabitants of Sparta—in 
which were two classes, Spartans and Helats. 

I have a large fund of facts belonging to these 
things that would make some bank directors open 
their eyes with astonishment; and they shall be 
brought forward, from a sense of public duty, if / 
find the peoble able to bear them. Let the maxim that 
[ have always endeavored to impress on my readers 
be observed—a villainy is a villainy, be it commit 
ted by whom, and when, and where it may. Person, 
time or place, does not alter the nature of things. 
England had no more right to kill or imprison the 
“lecitimate kings,” of Asia, than Bonaparte had te 
serve others of Europe in the same way. 
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What portion of the people are interested in the 
fiividends of the banks, to any considerable extent? 
Hardly one in a thousand. Who, that is in business 
of any sort, is not interested in their good conduct? 
Nine hundred and ninety-nine in a thousand. Are 
so many to he sacrificed for the benefit of the few? 
Tanks were instituted for the public good, but what 
is their general operation? Why—while Mr. ; 
speculating in the funds and giving luxurious dinners, 
&e. might get 50, 100, or 200,000 doliars from seve- 
ral banks, and of several of them, perhaps, at a 
time, some two or three hundred regular traders or 
hard-working mechanics, were deprived of the little 
accommodations they had had to make room four tre 
mammoth. And thus, to a greater or lesser degree, 
it is every where. Such vast sums of money have 
lately been made by dealings in stocks, shaving 
bank notes, &c. that many want to dabble in them. 
Hiow convenient then is it to have the direction of a 
bank, which may now be cailed a money-making ma- 
chine! The idea of a bank used tabe as of something | 
safe and steady, rigidly honest and highly respect- 
able—what is the idea of it now?—as of a thing to 
grind down the poor. 











Emigration. 

count of emigrants from foretyn countries arriving 

in the United States—collected from the shipping 

lists received at the office of the WerKkty Reetster, 

for two weeks, ending vesterday morning, Aug. 1. 

Tables like the following are calculated to inte- 
rest the political enquirer. ‘They afford data on 
which more extensive caiculations can be made, | 
and are useful to the historian and others. Tiiis 
list was commenced on Friday, the 18th of July, 
without any regard to, or idea of, what it would pro- 
duce, and kept up from day to day as we received 
our newspapers by the mails. But oftentimes, when 
there are only a few passengers, they are not noticed, 
and some that were mentioned may have escaped 
our notice. The amount is, probabiy, about five. 
gixths of all who arrived in the fortnight. 

Fable tells us that Saturn devoured his own chil- 
dren, by a contract, arising from jealousy or the 


Vessels" names Where from Arrived at Passenge Fe 
Andes, Liverpool, New-York, 40 
Erin, _ se 38 
Betsey, ae _ 45 
Emulous, _ ~ 65 
Golconda, _ ke 34 
Favorite, - o ao 
Ihomas, _ Philate! phia, 50 
Financier, - tad po 
Jefferson, _ _- 35 
Henry Clay, ~ Baltimore, eo 
Andes, ~ Savannah, 42 
Sarah & Sophia, London,* New-York, 93 
Richard & Ann, Hui, Philadel phia, 50 
Phocion, _ New-Vork, 49 
Dykes, Beaumauris, Wales, Baltimore, : ya 
Dinas, Carnarvon, do. = New-York, 43 
New-Jersey, Cork, Baltimore, 26 
Alpha, — Philadelphia, 50 
Concord, Dubtin, Boston, 24 
Only Son, _ Philad-Iphia, » 29 
Calpe, _ New-York, 39 
Vigilant, Belfast, - 28 
Nicholai Paulowiteh — Baltimore, 66 
George, —t New-York, 160 
Columbia, _ Philadelphia, 87 
Britanma, Newry, New-York, 27 
Jason, Londonderry, Baltimore, S¢ 
Helen, Kilkaldy, Seot!’d, Nortolix,. sp 
Helen, Leith, New-York, 33 
John, Amsterdam, Philadelphia, 400 
Vr. Catharine, - ” 286 
Mars, os Raltimore, 126 
Philip, Hamburg, ~ 20 
Suppart, Havee de Grace, New-York, 10 
Mary, . _— — ' Ps 
Eucharis, Nantz, ° Boston, 18 

RECAPITULATION, 
England, ° . . . ° - 649 
Wales, + os 3 6 e oad 5k 
Ir- land, . « ° ° . . - 581 





Jove of self-rule. Jt is thus that many European na- 


tions act. They had rather that their people should | 
perish at home, than suffer them to emigrate, and, | 


Scotland, . 134 


Germany and Switzerland, via Amsterdam, &c. . 826 
France, ° ° ° ° ° ° 31 


——-——-s 


2272 

By looking over the ship news to make out the 
preceding, we have reason to suppose that the num- 
ber will be considerably greater for the next two 
weeks. Many from Holland being immediately ex- 
pected. 

It is worthy of remark, that some of these bodies 
of passengers have reached the United States, via 
thejBritish possessions. Perhaps, to avoid the exact 
scrutiny that might have been made if they had 
taken their passages direct. | 








= 


President’s Tour. 
The president entered Newburyport, escorted 


possibly, strengthen the power and add to the re-| by the civil and military officers forming a great 
sources of another country. The degree of suffering cavalcade, amidst discharges of cannon and the huz- 


must ever be very great to rouse a courage suffi-|zas of the people. At Bartlet mall he pzssed un-. 


cient to cause many to leave the tombs of their an-j der a civic arch, tastefully decorated with flowers, 
cestors and fly to a strange land from whence they | and through an avenue of the youth of both sexes, 
never expect to return; but to this, and all the|arranged in order, amounting to 1850; neatly dres- 


Strong ties that unite with it, many regulateons are 
added to check it, or render it impossible. It re- 
quires a little fortune for a man and his family to 
leave the British dominions, at this time. Vessels 
are severely limited as to the number of passengers 
they may carry, and the cost of a passage is pro- 
portionably dear. It is virtually prohibited to the 
poor, and denied absolutely to mechanics and ma- 
nufacturers. On the continent, also, measures have 
been taken to circumscribe emigration; but still it 
is powerful, and will increase. We have room 
enough yet; let them come. ‘The tree of liberty 
we have planted is for the healing of the people of 
all nations that will come under its shade: not self: 
ish, for our benefit only. Butthe emigrants should 
press into the interior—in the present state of the 
umes we seem too thick on the maratime frontier 
already—within, there is ample and profitable em- 
ployment for all, in almost any branch of business; 








and strangers should be encouraged to seek it there. 


| 


sed, and full of health and animation. A flag of 
old times was displayed at the court house. On 
alighting at the hotel, he was greeted by the shouts 
of the multitude. Afier these p!audits had subsided 


the chairman of the committee rose and addressed, 


the president as follows: . 
Sin—The citizens of Newburyport, by their com- 
mittee, beg leave to present their sincere respects 
to the chief magistrate of the United States. 
Having been called by a free and intelligent peo- 


ple, to preside over their most important concerns, 


it must be peculiar!y grateful to your feelings, at 
the commencement of your arduous duties, to be 
mace more particuiar!y acquainted with their local 
interests, and to receive their respectful and affec- 
tionate salutations. [t is no less pleasing to us 
than happy for the nation, that we derive the honor 





*Via Halifax, where they arrived, with a view of coming to the 
United States. 
4Via St. Andrews. {Via Lubec,in the District of Maine. 
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of this interview, from the practical operation on 
that maxim of your illustrious predecessor, the fa- 
ther of his country, in his last affectionate address 
to his fllow citizens, that “timely disbursements to 


to prepare for danger. frequently prevent muc!:| 


greater disbursements ‘o repel it.” A numerous an’ 
wealthy population, stretching along an extensiv: 
sea-coast, presents to a foreign enemy many alluring 
objects of attack; and the present period o: peac~ 
an:} public tranquility appears peculiarly favorable 
for your patriotic effurts for our independence and 
security. 

Enjoying as we do the blessings of a free govern. 
ment, our attachment cannot be the less ardent, 
when administered by one, who took so honorable 
and active a part in those ‘measures by which it was 
obtained. We-trust, that under your ad:ninistration, 
by the smiles of a kind Providence, a spirit of peace 
will be generally diffused, the venerable and pious 
institutions of our fathers preserved, and the citizens 
meet their appropriate rewards, in the labors of 
agriculture, manufactures and. commerce, and in ex- 
tending the sciences and the «rts. 

Accept, sir, our best wishes, that you may be 
prospered in the important objects of your journey, 
and ai the close of your labors receive a consolation, 
the most deur to a patriot, in the happiness and 
prosperity of the country. 


To which the PrestpENT was pleased to reply, in 
substance, as follows: ‘ 

That he received with great sensibility the atten. 

tions of the citizens of Newburyport—that his prin- 
cipal object, m making this tour, was to see the si- 
tuation of the people, in different parts of the coun 

try, and the entrance and harbors of the principai 
towns, and to acquire such information as would ena 

ble him the better to discharge ihe duties ofhis office 
e~that in his journey he had been highly gratified 
with the prosperous condition of the people, and 
that their situations were far more happy than that 
of any other in any part of the world—and that we 
could not be sufficiently thankful to that bountifii 
Providence which had confered upon us such dis. 
tinguished blessings. The president concluded 
with desiring, that his grateful sentiments for t!:e 
the kind and respectful manner, in which he had 
been received by the ciiizens, might be communica- 
ted to them. 

At dinner, Gen. Swift announced the following 
as t. < president’s toast—Happiness and prosperity io 
the inhabitants of Newburuport 

After dining, having expressed a wish to dis- 
pense with the escort of cavalry, he sat out fo; 
Portsmouth, which he reached the same evening; 
stopping at Amesbury an hour to view the valuabie 
factories there. At Newburyport, the H-rald, spex: 
ing of the new feelings that the visit of the president 
gave rise to, ebserves— “The public mind though 
long employed upon narrow and contracted systems 
of politics, was now directed into another channel. 
Convinced of the incalculable advantages to be de 
rived from the liberal encouragement of liberal 
feelings, it continued no ionger to turn from that 
course, in which its influence would be most eftét- 
tual; but freed froin every unworthy fetter, it indis- 
criminately embraced “all as federalists—all as re- 
publicans.” 

“Did we record every incident with minuteness 
and precision, we should exceed the limits of our 
paper. Suffice it to say, tnat every circumstanc: 
awakened grateful emotions—nothing occurred to 
damp the general joy, for ali appeared to be “mu- 
sing prai-e, and looking lively gratitude.” 


j 


cles of like pleasing character which we have.eo. 


pied from the Boston papers—we insert the follows, 


ing from the Albany Gazette, ‘as a finished specimen 
of “the sublime and beau iful??— 

“We have often heard some considerable surprize 
manifested that the Yankees of Connecticut anc the 


Bostonians sliould be so very over-earnest to show 


their regard for president Monroe. Ft is well known, 
is we have before mentioned, that the states of Con. 
necticut and Massachusetts, have a considerable 
claim against the general government for ex. 
pences incurred during our “second war for inde- 
pendence,” which yet remains in force:—But it is 
fmuch easier to tell a story than to write an essay, 
‘A pions Trish catholic who had taken his station 
before the mast of an Indiaman, was put in great 
consternation by a tempest that rose soon after he 
had put to sea. In this dilemma he endeavored to, 
propitiate the virgin by promising to light a taper 


before her shrine that would be larger than their. 


main-mast, if she would sffer him once more to 
set his foot on dry land. His comrade cautioned 
him that he never would be able to fulfill his en- 
gagement. “Be «zy, my honey,” says he, “don’t 
you see that I am oniy coaxing the hussy!” 

“With respect to the above claims of Massachu- 
setts and Connecticut, althougli they have been re- 
fused, yet we venture to predict, that within two 
ye.rs, they will be paid by the general government 
t. the utmost farthing.” [They will not.] 

On his way to Portsmouth, the president was met 
at Greenland by a cavalcade of citizens and an escort 
of cavalry, and entered the town under a discharge 
of artillery, with the ringing of bells, &c. ‘The 
children from the different schools, in neat uniforms, 
‘o the amount of 1000, lined a part of the avenue 
through which he passed. In Market-street he pas- 
sed under an arch, tastefully formed by the ladies. 
4t Frost’s hotel the address was delivered to him 
—Tie Portsmouth regiment then passed in review 
and paid him a marching salute; after which the 
citizens waited upon and were introduced to him. 
Gov. Plumer’s' sickness prevented his attendance. 
O; Sunday, the 13th, after church, he visited the 
wiiow of the patriot Langdon, and on Monday in- 
spected the navy yard, forts, &c. and received an 
address from the associated mechanics, &c. and left 
own early the next morning. 


To the president of the United’ States. 

Sta—The presence of the chief megistrate select- 
vd for eminent vir.ues and public service, to preside 
over and direc: the councils of a great nation, must 
iiways exci-e feelings of the highest interest. The 
inhabitants of the town of Por!smouth, remote from 
ne seat of the general government, can expect few 
‘portunities of witnes: ing such a gratifying scene, 
We therefore eagerly embrace tins fortunate occa- 
sion to present our ardent and sincere ceongratula- 
10ns. 
Engaged chiefly in the business of commerce and 
navigation, we know our destinies are, in a peculiar 
manner, dependent on ihe measures of that govern- 
ment, to which the protection of those important 
ybjects is exclusively confided.. These entérpriz- 
ing pursuits, which have always been greatly con- 
iributory to the general welfare, are now suflering 
iinder a temporary depression. But we have en- 
tire confideuce, that the wisdom and justice of go- 
vernment, will extend to them all the protection 
and support, that shall be in its power. 
To superintend and conduct the national concerns 
nas always,:in free governments, been the favorite 
empioyment of the best and greatest men. By no, 
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lents so eminently promote the public good. Tie 
successful performance of such duties must, at all 
times, consiitute a sure claim to the gratitude of a 
generous peopie. This, Sir, is the arduous and 
honorable.service, which is entrusted to you, by the 
citizens. of the United States. 

Sensible how greatly the national prosperity de- 
pends on the due adinivistration of the government, 
we recall to our recollection, with much satisfac- 
tion, the numerous pledges of attachment to the 
public interest furnished by the history of your 
past life. It is our earnest and confiderft hope that 
your administration, by perfecting our valuable in- 
stitutions, and by uniting public sentiment, and 
wisely directing it to proper natiqnal objects, may 
fulfil the present happy anticipations, and thus es. 
tablish on a firm basis your own and your country’s 
h.ppiness, honor and glory. 

J. MASON, in beha/f of the 
Frhabitants of the town of Portsmouth. 

To James Monroe, President of the United States. 

Sin—In behalf of the Society of Associated Me- 
chanics and Manufacturers of the state New-Hamp- 
shire, we ask leave to present you their respectful 
salutations, and to express with unfeigned cordi 
ality the satisfaction they derive from the visit 
with which you are pleased to honor this metro- 
polis. 

They are not unmindful that your numerous offi- 


‘meni of tueir choice and of their high respect for 
the man who has been called by the voluntary suf- 
frages of the people to preside over it destinies, 

To this visit, sir, our citizens discern your paternal 
solicitude to make yourself acquainted with the 
various sections of the country and the people, who 
inhabit them, and we are charged to assure you, 
that they have a deep interest in the progress and 
happy termination of your journey. 

We congratulate.you, sir, upon the present peace: 
ful state of our country, and that your administra- 
tion of the government commences under circum- 
stances, so pleasant to yourself, and auspicious to 


fuilest confidence, that the best interest of the peo- 
ple will be promoted; and their prayers to heaven 
are, that, at some future period, when you shall 
retire from your present elevated situation, you 
may receive the acckamations of the whole peoples 
made happy, under an administration marked for 
Us wisdom, its mildness and spirit of conciliation. 
G. W. WALLINGSFORD, 
in behalf of the committee. 
The following (says the Boston Centinel_) from 
an authentic source, is given as a correct report of 
the answer of the president toa the address: .. 
“MR. CHAIRMAN, Me 
Str—E ask you, and the gentlemen associated 
| With you, to communicate to the citizens of Kenne- 





them—and we assure you that our citizens have the.’ 


cial avocations require your first attentron, and | bunk and its vicinity, my thanks for the friendly 
must necessarily render your present tour through |Téception which they give me, and for those testi- 
\he country extremely arduous; consequently, the Monies of respect which they are pleased to mani- 
too frequeni recurrence of formal addresses may be fest for the chief magistrate of the United Ssates. 
come irksome, and even painful; yet they have pre-| Be pleased to assure them that, on this as well as 
sumed it not incompatible with duty or with the on other similar occasions, | am. unabie to express 
rules of propriety, to avail themselves of the pre-|My emotions. To behold a free, an enlightened 
sent opportunity of expressing their public regard and a high minded people paying a spontaneous 
for the man in whom seven millions of people have jtribute of respect and affection to the man who is 
reposed the highest degree of public confidence, | clevated to the chief mugisiracy of a nation, is in 
snd to whom ihey are indgbied for the most im. itself an imposing spectacle. To that individual, 
portant services such ascene, you may well believe must possess a 

We notice with peculiar satisfaction the attention character of peculiar and appropriate interest—I 
which the arts and manufactures of our country |ave never before been so much affected. Such 
have received from you, and view it as the harbin- distinguished attentions, such unexpected effusions 


‘ver of increasing prosperity, and as a mean of per- of regard, as T experience from my fellow-cilizens, 


petnating our independence. do indeed sink into my heart. They make me 
Accept, sir, our sincere wishes for your future feel, if possible, a deeper sense of my obligations to 
health and happiness, and our assurances that no devote all my faculties to their service. 
portion of the community can feel a more lively; It was my wish in the first instance, while on this 
interest in your personal welfare than do the Asso-|tour to have devoted my attention exclusively to 
ciated Mechanics ef New-Hampshire. ithose public and national objects which I had. in 
Abner Greenleaf,\ 3 {Vview. But finding that this arrangement did not 
William Simes, | 3 |comport with the feelings of my fellow-citizens, I 
Nathl. B. March, ‘3, relinguished it. Indeed; when I found a disposition 
John Burley Hill, | S |S generally manifesting itself, to improve the oc. 
David C. Foster, )-2 |¢asion for a personal interview of-the people with 
(To both of these addresses the president made the citizen whom their voluntary suffrages had 
“suitable replies”—not yet reccived.] elevated to the highest office in their gift, and 
Leaving Portsmouth he was handsomely received through him to exhibit the homage which they feel 
at Kittery, York, Kennebunk, Wells and Saco.— for ihe government itself, and the high value which 
Arches of ever-greens, flags and music and caval- they entertain for its republican form, I cheerfully 
cades and cheering, were every where displayed. yielded to their wishes. Nor can I ever regret, that 
At Kennebunk, after refreshments, the chairman of|£ have thus afforded myself so many opportunities 
the committee of arrangements, in the presence of of seeing and feeling how much we are one people 
a vast crowd of citizens, delivered to him the fol-}—how strongly the ties, by which we are united, 
lowing do in fact bind us together; how much we possess, 
ADDRESS: in reality, a community, not only of interest, but 
Str—The committee designated by the inha- of sympathy and affection. I am the more led to 
bitants of Kennebunk and its vicinity bid your wel- make this remark because you are pleased to ex- 
¢ome to Maine, and particularly that part of it injpress a confident hope that a spirit of mutual con- 
Which they reside.—The novel spectacle of seeing | ation may be one of the blessings which may 
among them the chief magistrate of the union, result from my administration.—This, indeed, would 
excites sensations of no ordimary class; and equally be an eminent blessing, and | pray it may be realized. 
‘Yucive of their strong attachment to the govern-!The United States are certainly the most enlighten- 
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ed people on earth. We are rapidly advancing in 
the road to national pre-eminence. Nothing but 


mously bestowing upon their chief magistrate, in 
his progress through the country, the unsought 


union is ‘wanting to make us a great people. The and spontaneous expressions of their good will and 


present time affords the happiest presages that this 
union is fast consummating. It cannot be otherwise. 


confidence, offers unequivocal evidence of general 
happiness and freedom, and is a spectacle which 





I daily see greater proofs of it. The further T ad- 
vance in my progress through the country, the more 
¥ perceive that we are all Americans—that we com- 
pose but one family—that our republican institu- 
tions will be supported and perpetuated by the 
united zeal and patriotism of all. Nothing could 

ive me greater satisfiction than to behold a per- 
fect union among ourselves—an union which, xs I 
before observed, is all we can want to meke us 
powerful and respected—an wzion, also, which is 
necessary to restore to social intercourse its former 
charms, and to render our happiness, as a nation, 
unmixed and complete. To promote this desirable 
result, requires no compromise of principle; and I 
promise to give to it my continued attention and 


my best endeavors. For the good of our common 


country I feel that I am bound constantly to act. 
So far as integrity and zeal are concerned, I can 
confidently say that I shall not be faund wanting; 
and if I shall fail in the discharge of duty, it shall 
be from want of judgment. Ialso hope that Ishall 
be enabled actually to improve all the opportuni- 
ties, which the station to which I have been called 
shall afford me, to advance the interest, the honor, 
and the felicity of our beloved country. 

Be pleased, sir, to communicate to the citizens 
wiom you and your associates represent, my best 
wishes for their individual prosperity and happi- 
ness.” 

He then took up his journey for a little way on 
foot—passed the bridge highly decorated, and 
through a long avenue of ladies and gentlemen and 
children—the “star-spangled banner” frequently 
greeting the eye. When he entered his carriage, 
the people bade him adieu with loud plaudits. 

Proceeding to Portland he crossed the bridge, 
ornamented with green branches and flowers, numer- 
ously attended—the “fag of our nation” joyously 
toating among them. A live eagle flapped her 
wings in front, and was released to her native 
region. The Portland regiment was reviewed by 
flim; and the children, 1500 in number, paraded— 
the females strewing flowers before him. There 
were fire works and illuminations in the evening. 
The next day he visited Forts Scammel and Preble, 
received the visits of the citizens, waited upon the 
widow of com. Preble, and spent the evening with 
a large party at Mr. Clap’s. While at Portland, a 
calf was exhibited to the president, one year old, 
that weighed 130Qids. 

PROVIDENCE ADDRESS. 
To the President of the United States. 

Sir—The citizens of Providence beg leave to 
offer to you their sincere and cordial congratula- 
tions upon your arrival in their town. With the 
most sensible pleasure, they again see among them 
the first magistrate of the union, under a constitu- 
tion, the adoption of which they so earnestly desired, 
to which they are so devotedly attached, and from 
the operation of which they have derived so many ad- 
vantages; and haye the honor of presenting their re- 
spectful address to you within their own municipal 
jurisdiction, as they have before had the satisfaction 
of doing to two of your illustrious predecessors. 

The ume and circumstances of your visit to this 
part of the United States are such as to exciie 
in every mind the most gratifying and patriotic 
sentiments. A great and free people, in the full 


enjoyment of peace and good government,, unani- 


no country in the world except our own can now 
exhibit. | | 

The proofs which you every where receive of the 
respect and confidence of the people, and of their 
reverence for our republican institutions, must be 
to your own mind a source of the highest satisfac. 
tion, and arich reward for all your urduous labors 
in the public service. May you long continue to 
receive these rewards, so grateful to your heart 
and so honorable to your character, and to witness 
the increasing prosperity of the republic, to whose 
service,in the field and in the cabinet, both your youth 


aud your mature age have been so FAITHFULLY and 30° 


SUCCESSFULLY devoted. 

We have the honor to be, with the highest re- 
spect, in behalf of the citizens of the town of 
Providence, your most obedient and very humble 
servants, 

William Richmond, 
Oliver Earle, 
Richmond Bullock, 
Stephen Tillinghast, 
Stanford Newell, 
Richard Jackson, jun. 
Thomas P. Ives, 
James Burrili, jun. 
James Fenner. 
Edward Barrington 
Samuel G. Arnold, 
Jeremiah B. Howell, 
Caleb Earle, 
William Church, 
John Cariile, 

THE PRESIDENT’S ANSWER. 

GentTiemen—I receive with great satisfaction, 
the address which the citizens of Providence, 
through their committee, have been pleased to 
communicate to me. ‘The pleasure of my journey 
has been greatly enhanced by the uniform kindness 
and promptitude with which the objects of my 
visit have been seconded by my fellow-citizens. 
Every where in gur country the reflecting mind 
cannot fail to observe the blessings of a free go- 
vernment. Living under a constitution which 
secures equal civil, religious and political rights 
to all, it is a great consolation in administering it, 
that the people have formed so just an estimate 
of its value, and from rational conviction and not 
from blind prejudices are sincerely devoted to its 
preservation. 

I hope that this just confidence in the stability 
of our government may continue to increase; and 
if it does, it cannot fail to produce the happiest 
effects, by encouraging a love of our country, and 
an honest zeal to promote its best and permanent 
interests. Happy shall I be, if my exertions in the 
public service shall be so far successful, that they 
may assist the industry and enterprize of my fellow- 
citizens in increasing the general prosperity. 

JAMES MONROE. 

To the committee of the town 

of Providence. 

The following is a copy of the address of the com- 
mittee of the town of Newport, R. I. to the 
president of the United States, with the answet 
of the president to the same: 

‘0 the President of the United States. 

Sir—The committee of the town of NewrokT; 
come to express the safisfaction felt by them and 
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their fellow-citizens at your arrival here, in the] Purity—By a publication of lord Cochrane, we 
progress of your tourto survey the condition of|observe that at the election of a member of parlia- 
your country, in relation to its military and naval|}ment for Honiton, the votes of the electors were 
defence. purchased at 10/. per piece, “by the bell of the town 
Our méans are adequate, and a state of peace is|crier.” i 
propitious to the attainment of the important ob-| “‘Traitorous conspiracies,” in various parts, are 
ject yon have in view. still hinted at—an intended “simultaneous rising im 
In manifesting so deep an interest in this great the northern and midland counties” of England is 
national concern, you enter auspiciously upon the|Spoken of. Some arrests have been made at Sheffield 
high duties, which have devolved upon you, as the }and Wakefield. 
chief magistrate of the nation. ; | _ Mobs of men, women and children collect in va- 
In viewing the general state of our country, we |"ious parts of Ireland, and attack stores, mills, &c. 
trust, you have had, and will continue to have,|for bread. In some instances they enter fields of 
occasion to observe the beneficial effects of our|POtatoes and carry them off in their unripe state.. 
free form of government, on the various interests| Potatoes had been sold at 1d. per 1b. ' American’ 
and general happiness of your fellow-citizens; and | flour was 85s. per barrel. The troops are sometimes 
that this view will add new force to your love of {called in to tranguilize the people with the reason 
country, and new incentives to the exertion of your|°f the bayonet. A Cork paper gives the names of 
talents, to extend the influence of the national}/23 men arrested as being concerned in some of 
¢ouncils, inadvancing the national prosperity. these riots. 
Chris. G. Champlin, > In Nottinghamshire “48 ringleaders” of those 
Benjamin Hazard, urging reform or asking bread, have been arrested. 
Stephen T’ Northam, There have been riots in Derbyshire. Much is said 
Thomas G. Pitman, about a supposed meeting of delegates that was to 
Samuel Vernon, have been held in Yorkshire. Arms that were con-~ 
Asher Robbins, q cealed are said to have been discovered. Arrests 
Newport, June 25, 1817. are made in many parts. 
PRESIDENT’S ANSWER. If half of what we hear from England be true), 
GEeNTLEMEN—I return my sincere thanks to the | there is nothing wanting to a shaking of the throne, 
inhabitants of Newport for the kind manner injDut a few men of character for leaders of the people. 
which, through the committee, they have expressed| The lord mayor of London has heen elected to 
their approbation of my present visit. It is my|Paliament, and immediately tookhis seat with the 
gixious desire to promote the permanent interests |Opposition. He pledged himself to keep to his post, 
of our common country; and to enable me to ac-|and never give a vote that was not in favor of pub- 
complish this with more success, I have deemed it |lic liberty. 
important to examine the principal places adapted| A “petition to the prince regent” was in cifeu- 
to military and naval defence. lation for signatures in London, praying him to dis- 
In the progress of my journey I have received |miss his present ministers, and to dissolve the pre- 
great satisfagtion in witnessing the lappy effects of |sent parliament. 
4 free government, in promoting the moral, pbysical,| A pickpocket, lately tried at Bristol assizes, hear-- 
sey and intellectual strength of our country. ing some person speak about the distresses of the 
We may justly be proud of our situation, since |times, said—“Ah! they are very great; I have dip- 
all classes of citizens are secure in the enjoyment |ped into a hundred and fifty farmers’ pockets, and 
of their civil, religious and political rights; and |have not found a shilling.” 
ny may, by their own industry and enterprize, acquire| Progress of letters in England.—Lord Palmerston 
ns. a competent share of all the necessaries and com- |(secretary of war of Great Britain, says the Albany 
ind forts of life. ; Advertiser) in a late debate in parliament upon the 
z0- JAMES MONROE. {army estimates, stated that the diffusion of educa- 
ich To the committee of the town of Newport. tion among the lower classes of society, within the 
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ats [The president probably reached Plattsurz about |last few years, led to a great accumulation in the H.| 
it, the 24th ult. to which place we expect to follow his | business of the military correspondence—from 900 i} 
ate progress in our next. ] to 1000 letters were weekly received, containing ht 
a enquiries, about the effects, arrears, and other par- nf 
ue : ° ticulars relative to private soldiers. In the year’end- I 
' Foreign Articles. ing in March 1791, the number of letters sent from i 
lity ENGLAND, &c. the office, were 7,004. . 
and London papers to June 13. In 1812, they amounted to 14,703 ‘4 
est CPpAmerican four was at 82s. per bbl. at Liverpool,| In 1816, they amounted to 99,420 ; 
and in consequence ¢f a demand from France. It is for-| And in March of the present yearto 106,940 4 
ent tunate that we in tne United States shall have a} American 6 per cent stocks—104. he 
the great deal to spare. ‘Line double, perhaps, of our} Forty-three ships from the United States, arrived th 
per usual quantity. at Liverpool during the week preceeding the 13th i 
ows A bill has been framed by the bench of bisfiops jof June. t 
to enable them to appoint curates at discretion—{ A late London paper says, that a few days since ih | 
its object to increase the influence of the dignita- |about 1000 Saxon coins were ploughed up in a ie 
ries of the church. The London Chronicle, com- |field in the parish of Docking, in a high state of a 
. menting upon it, observes—-‘*We do not say that |preservation. “Phey are of various monarchs and M 
nm: 


| the power of the bishops has ever been abused—|archbishops; many of them in the time of the Hep- 
the we dare not say so.” 


=e 


tarchy, and have probably been hidden 900 years.” ie | 
4 _ The British have a sloop of war called the “Erie,” | ‘The London papers tell us that “the princess ‘va | 
in the Mediterranean. Charlotte abstains from ail crowded assemblies, i : 
an A colossal statue of Bonaparte, 12 feet high, is|and lives entirely at Clermont, on account of her | 
U 


4 to be placed in the hall of the duke of Wellington’s |interesting situation.” 
An house, Another paper says—“The account of her royal 
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highness (the duchess of Gloucester) having sli)- 
ped down a step—is erroneous.” It is also said, 
‘swe rejoice to learn that she is in fair way” to bea 
mother. 

Now if these women were like Barbara, mention- 
ed below, there would be some sense in “putting 
them in the papers”—“In the parish church of 
Boenning, in Wurtemberg, there is a tomb-stone in 
memory of Adam Straizmanns and his wife Barbara, 
whose union was blessed with no less than fifty- 


three children, viz. thirty-eight boys and fifteen 


girls.” 
FRANCE. 

The French papers, regulated as they are, are 
4uliness itself as to political news—more so than at 
aany period in the time of Napoleon. 

The celebrated general Vandamme has arrived at 
Philadelphia, from Amsterdam. 

There have been some disturbances in France on 
account of a scarcity of bread stuffs—but the pros- 
pects of the harvest are said to be good. 

A new census has been taken of the population of 
Paris, Which has been found to exceed 860,000, be- 
ing 20,000 more than London within the bills of 
mortality. 

BONAPARTE. 
A London paper tells us that Napoleon is always 
guarded by 14 centinels who draw up close towards 
t; and says something about an attempt he 
made to escape in achest. To escape, it is added, 
is impossible. “From the island he is doomed never 
4o stir—it is to. be his prison and his grave.” Yet 
these kind people complain that he is “sulky!” 
SPAIN. 

Ferdinand Vil of Spain, has ordered that no like- 
nesses of himself or his family, shal! in future be 
published without the license of the royal academy. 
This measure has been adopted to prevent the per- 
Sona! beauty of rovalty from being made a subject of 
ridicule. 

The ungrateful creature is said to be as ugly in 
person as he is depraved in mind. 

Spain isunsettled. The garrisons at many places 
are on a “war establishment.” Gen. Milans, a patriot 
chief, has'a strong and daily increasing force in 
€atalonia. Success to him. 

The marine arsenal at Cadiz has been destroyed 
by fire. Loss estimated at a million of dollars 

Mr. Meade yet remains dungeoned in the castle 
of St. Catalina. He is called “the victim of Bri- 
tish ministerial influence at Madrid.” His lady and 
children arrived at Baltimore a few days ago. 

ITALY. 

The influx of strangers at Rome is very great: 
A letter from that city states—“More than 4000 
workmen are employed on public works; the exca- 
vations surpass all expectation; many valuable mo- 
numents have been discovered; we shall soon see 
ancient Rome again standing with her temples, 

oves and fountains.” 

Brevet of his holiness to the Senior and Canons of the 
Cathedral of Constance, Germany. 
w PIUS P. P. VII. 
To our beloved sons! Health— 

Your epistle to ug of the 18th of last month, with 
which you communicated to us the decease of 
the archbishop of Ratisbonne and head of the ad- 
ministration of the church of Constance, and at the 
same time, the transfer of the office of the capitu- 
lary vicar to the baron, Ignace Henry of Wessem- 
berg, has caused great pain to us. You cannot be 
ignorant of it being very well known, that for the 
most important reasons, the said baron, Ignace Hen- 


sure, insomuch as to render it incumbent on us to 
dismiss him from the trust of a general vicar, which 
he before held. How has it then happened, that 
forgetting the reverence due to us and the holy see, 
you have elected that very man capitularly vicar 
whom we could not retain in a station of much 
less dignity and trust, that of generat vicar? And 
not satisfied with this violence, you. have dared to 
forward a request to us fora sanction of this your 
election. : 
To this request, however derogatory to the holy 
see it may be, we shall answer in mildness and since. 
rity. That not only do we absolutely refuse to sanc- 
tion the election of the said baron Ignace Henry, of 
Wessemberg, as a capitulary vicar, and protest 
against it; but that we do at the same time protest 
against and refuse to acknowledge Antony Reini- 
ger, as his substitute: and our pleasure is, that nei- 
ther shall our ecclesiastical courts acknowledge the 
one nor the other in the stations to which you have 
chosen them, nor shall we take any notice whatso- 
ever of any writings sent on by them. Therefore, 
in virtue of the sacred trust confided to us by Al- 
mighty God for the whole church, we therefore 
command you, laying aside the aforesaid spurious 
election of the said baron of Wessemburg, to-elect 
a capitulary vicar of a good reputation from amongst 
the members of the catholic church, one compe- 
| tent to know and execute exactly and steadily the 
ditties ef the office to him confided. 
This letter may grieve you, but may it lead to 
the grie: of repentance, so that you may be led to 
yield obedience to the holy church, and therefore 
give to us speedily that relief from our anxiety for 
you, which has preyed upan us so much; and that 
there may be an jmmediate removal of the evil 
which you have committed. 
In the full expectation thereof, we bestow on you 
with tenderness our apostolic benediction. 
Done at Rome, on the 15th March, of the year of 
Grace 1817, and of our Papacy 18. : 


) 


PORTUGAL. 

A most formidable plo: against “legitimacy” has 
been detected at Lisbon, which had for its purpose 
to cast off the house of Braganza, and elevate the 
young duke of Cardival to the throne) Many per- 
sons of high standing appear to have been concern- 
ed in this scheme, which was designed to have 
been acted upon on the Sth of June, being the feast 
of Corpus Christi; and a part of it said to have 
been to have murdered all the English. But mar- 
shal Beresfordheard of the plot, and, before they 
were aware of it, seized the conspirators in their 
beds, and so fur the thing was ended. The city re- 
inained tranguil under the care the troops, and the 
trial of the “traitors” was soon to commence. 

(pit is intimated.that the plot was got up by 
general Beresford, himself, that he might pat down 
some persons that he hated or feared, and possess 
a more despotic power in the affairs of Portugal. 
Plots” are among the arts-of able politicians to 
effect their purposes. 

NETHERLANDS. 

About the middle of May it was proposed in the 
Ghent and Brussels papers to establish throughout 
Flanders an anti-British society, every member of 
which was required to make oath, that he would 
net buy, wear, or use, any article of British pro- 
duce, or of the growth of British colonies. Their 
motto, Wihil Anglicanum—their model, the Holy 
alliance formed by the continental sovereigns for 
the support of legitimacy. 
Commerce is very dull in Holland. It will be 2 





ry of Wessemburg, has incurred our deep displea- 


long time before the Dutch recover,themselves, $0.48 
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to be again carriers far Europe, &c. if ever they do. 
The shipping of England and of the United States 
must first decline much below their present rank 
and importance. 


\ 7 


Thestateiof the poor appears to be ag miserable 
in Flanders as any where else, being néarly in a 
state of starvation. 

SWITZERLAND 

The goverment of Basle has just announced that 
it will deliver mo more passports for the Onited 
States, but to such emigrants as shall exhibit at the 
chancery a bill of exchange of at least 200 florins 
upon Holland, payable at Amsterdam. This mea- 
sure has the advantage of preventing inconsiderate 
resolutions and their disastrous results. 

GERMANY, &c. 

Austria has appointed a consul general for the 
United States, maj. Weiss. ‘This appointment has 
been made in consequence of the trade of the port 
of Trieste with the United States. That city car- 
ries on more trade with this country, than with any 
other country. 

It is said that there are forty thousand weavers in 
Prussia, who for want of employment are unable to 
furnish subsistence to their families. [The Prus- 
sian council havinig admitted British goods. } 


{t appears that the beautiful bridge over the | 


Elbe from Hamburg to Harburg, built by the French, 
is to be pulled down. 
that they will be employed in demelishing it in the 
course of the approaching month. 

The political affairs of Wirtemberg are still un- 
settled. The assembly, 67 to 42, have rejected the 
proposed constitution. On which the king dissolved 
the assembly and issued a proclamation declaring 
that the constitution, notwithstanding, should go 
into effect ‘fas soon as it should be approved by a 
majority of the people in the several villages.” 

The intervention of the military has been neces- 
sary to quell a formidable disturbance of the people 
at Munich. 


Darmstadt, April 8. There arrived a few days ago 


They write from Hamburg | 


no fruits of the seeds left by Peyrouse,nor any sheep 
or hogs—a single fowl was brotfght to him for sale, 

It is said the Russian court will pass the next 
winter at Moscow. ep 

The emperor has ordered 100 millions of roubles 
(50 millions of dollars) to: be applied annually to 
the payment of the public debt. | 
: BRITISH AMERICA. 

Miss Burroughs, daughter of Stephen Burroughs, 
of bank note-making celebrity, lately received the 


white veil of the Ursuline nuns at Three Rivers, in 
Can &la. 





WEST INDIES, 

Several of the West India islands are afflicted by 
the prevalence of a very mortal fever. Many of our 
countrymen are victims of it. 

Died, on the 2d of July, at cape Henry (Hayti) 
the prince of Hayti, iu the 40th year of his age. 

“SPANISH” AMERICA. | 

The outrages of the present government of Bueew’ — 
nos Ayres are attributed to the prevalence of an — 
English faction. The gallant general Carrera was 
offered the choice of death or banishment, for seme 
offence unknown. Hepreferred the latter, and was’ 
landed at Monte Video. } * 

A division of the patriot troops, commanded by 
sen. Teran, in Mexico, is said to have joined the _ 
royalists, through the dissentions of their officers. 

There are ten stout patriot privateers cruising in 
the gulph of Mexico, viz. The General Artigas, 
Invincible (bri), Invincible, (schooner), Mexican 
Congress, Mexican, General Arismend),. Flying 
Fish, Gilpin, Hotspur, and Potosi. 

The Havana papers have an account of the cap- 
ture by the royalists of the Mexican patriot chief 
Calzada, who was called lieutenant-general of the 
north. ‘his is considered as an affuir of great im- 
portance. 

The port of Vera Cruz is now closed against all 
foreign vessels—even those with provisions. 

The London Gourier says, a deputy from Buenos. 
Ayres is said to be on his way to Vienna, to offer 








in the village of Arheiligen, in our neighborhood, a 
wagon with four horses, containing, beskles some 


‘the “kingdom of Buenos Ayres” to an Austrian 


| prince—upon his refusal. it is to be hawked about 


men and two women, twelve pretty and healthy | to some other powerful court. 


looking farmer girls, none above the age of sixteen 
or below twelve, to stay there through the night. 
{t was soon understood by the landlord from the 
waggoner, whom he knew, what the view of these 
travellers was in thus making their journey, the 
following story about them being made known, viz: 
that one of the travellers, a man, was a native of 


| It is also said that the government. of Buenos 
A 


yres have offered to receive Charles, the brother 
of Ferdinand, for a king, if the latter will relinquish 
his claim to South America. 

We hope these things arenot true. But thead- 


ministration of Buenos Ayres has lost our confi- 
dence. 





Wirtemberg, who had already crossed four times 
over from America, fof the purpose of rendering| 
assistance either by his propositions or his advice, | 
and even by considerable advances, to all such as} 
were inclined to emigrate to America. ‘That this | 
time, however, he was on his way with the view on- 
ly safely to conduct these twelve young Wirtember- 
ger girls into the United States, as brides for such 
of his countrymen as he knew waited for them, and 
who would, on no account, marry themselves with 
any but their own countrywomen. 
SWEDEN. 

_ Mr. Hughes, appointed secretary of the American, 
‘¢gation at the court of Swedeny and, during the 
absence of Mr. Russel, charge des affaires of the 
United States at that court, has arrived with his 


FLORIDA. 

Our latest. accounts from Amelia anticipate that 
McGregor will fail in his expedition by delay in 
executing it. It is said he ought to have marched 
immediately on St. Augustine, and that all his forces 
are dissatisfied. Augustine, in the mean time, is 
said to have been strengthened. 

Capitulution of the Island of Amelia. 

Brigadier-gen. MacGregor, commander-in-chief 
of all the forces, both naval and military, destined 
to effect the independence of the Floridas, duly 
authorised by the consituted authorities of the re« 

ublics of Mexico, Buenos Ayres, New-Grenada and 
enezueia, offers to Don Francisco. Morales, capitan 


del rezimients de Cuba, and commandant, civil and 


‘military, of the Island of Amelia, the following 


terms: 





ay at Stockholm, and been very politely receiv- 


whe 


RUSSIA. 
, We have some account of Kotzebue’s. voyage 
“ound the world. He has discovered several new 


Ist, The commandant, civil and military, Don 
Francisco de Morales, shall forthwith surrender the 
garrison.of the island,/with all the arms and muni- 
tions of war belonging to the. king of Spain. 





islands-in the South sea. At Easter island he saw! 


edly, Adil the olficers and troops of the garrison 

































< ag x 
- ie e £ 3 


ee = 


a 


. ae Pee 


ie. Sapo hat OS 





a nt a pg 


Se wena RE = ua none tpemameete ee ee ee 
‘ " 


: 
YP 


x 


4 


366 NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—SATURDAY, AUGUST 9, 1817. 





—— 





shall surrender as prisoners of war, to be sent to, 
Augustine or to the Havana, with their private bag- 
gage, which shall be respected. 

3dly, The lives and property of all private per- 
sons, whether friends or foes to the system of inde- 
pendence, shall be sacred and inviolate; and to 
those who do not choose to join the standard of 
independence, six months shall be allowed to sell 
or otherwise dispose of their property. — 

4thly, The general also offers to the inhabitants 
of Amelia, whether friends or foes, who have ab- 
sented themselves on account of the present ci ¢ :m- 
stances, the privilege of returning to their hommes, 
and enjoying the benefit of the third article of ca- 
pitulation, and passports will be freely granted to 

i who wish to depart. 

The preceding were agreed to between the com- 
mandant Don Morales and the secretary of general 
MacGregor, 

Fernandina, 29th June, 1817. 

Francisco Monaces, 
JosEerd DE YRIBARREN, 


Attest—Bernarnpo SEGIN. | 
Approved, GREGOR MACGREGOR. 





PROCLAMATION: 

Grevor MacGregor, brigadier-general of the armies 
of the United Provinces of New-Grenada and Ve- 
nezuela, and general-in-chief of the armies for the 
two Floridas, commissioned by the supreme di-| 
rectors of Mexico, South-America, &c. 
To the inhubitants of the lsland of Amelia—Your | 
brethren of Mexico, Buenos Ayres, New-Grenada| 
and Venezuela, who are so gloriously engaged in 
fightmg for that inestimable gift which nature has 
bestowed upon her children, and which all civilized | 
nations have endeavored to secure by social com- 
pacts—desirous that all the sons of Columbia should 
participate in that imprescriptible right—have con- | 
fided to me the command of the land and naval 


forces. 
Peaceable inhabitants of Amelia, do not apprehend | 








minate among you. Listen to the voice of honor 
to the promises of a sincere and disinterested friend, 
and return to the fulfilment of those duties which 
nature has impdsed upon you. He, who will not 
swear tomaintain that independence which has been 
declared, will be allowed six months to settle his 
affairs, ta.sell-or remove his property without mo- 
lestation, and erijoy all the advantages which the 
laws grant in such cases. ~~ 


Friends or enemies of our present system of eman- 
cipation, whoever you be, what I say unto you is 
the language of truth; it is the only language be- 
coming a man of honor, and as such I swear to ad- 
here religiously io the tenor of this proclamation. 

Dated at head-quarters, Amelia. Island, June 30th, 

1817. GREGOR MACGREGOR, 


Jpu. De YRIBARREN, secretary. 


Gregor MaeGreror, general of brigade to the armies 
of the United Provinces of New-Grenada and Ve- 
nezuela, and general in chief of that destined to 
both the Floridas, with commission from the su- 
preme governments of Mexico and South-Ame+ 
rica, &c. 

Soldiers and Suilors—The 29th of June wild be for- 
ever memorable in the annals of the independence’ 
of South America. On that day, a body of brave 
men, animated by a noble zeal for the happiness of 
mankind, advanced within musket shot of the guns 
of Fernandina, and awed the enemy into immediate 
capitulation, notwithstanding his very favorable po- 
sition. This will be an everlasting proof of what 


ithe sons of freedom can achieve when fighting, ina 


a great and glorious cause, against a government 
which has trampled on all the natural and essential 
rights which descend from God to man. In the 
name of the independent governments of South- 
America, which I have the honor to represent, I 
thank you for this first proof of your ardor and de- 
votion to her cause; and I trust that, impelled by 
the same noble principles, you will soon be able to 


any danger or oppression from the troops which are’ free the whole of the Floridas from tyranny and op- 
now in possession of your Island, either for your| pression. Themshall I hope to lead you to the con; 
persons, property or religion; however various the | tinent of South America to gather fresh laurels in 
climes in which they may have received their birth, | freedom’s cause. Your names will be transmitted 
they are nevertheless your brethren and friends./to the latest posterity as the first who formed a so- 
Their first object will be to protect your rights; | lid basis for the emancipation of those delightful 
your property will be held sacred artd inviolable; | and fruitful regions, now in a great part groaning 
and every thing done to promote your real inte-/ under the oppressive hand of Spanish despotism. 
rests, by co-operating with you in carrying into ef-) The children of South-America will re-echo your 
fect the virtuous desires of our constituents; there-|names in their songs; your heroic deeds will be 


by becoming the instruments for the commence- 
ment of a national emancipation. Unite ae forces 
with our’s until America shall be placed by her high 
destinies to that rank among the nations, that the 
Most High has appointed. A country by its extent 
and fertility, offering the greatest resources of 
wealth and happiness. | 
The moment is important. Let it not escape, 
without having commenced the great work of deli-| 
vering Columbia from that tyranny which has been 
exercised in all parts, and which, to continue its 
power, has kept the people in the most degrading 
ignorance, depriving them of the advantages result- 
ing from a free intercourse with other nations; and 
of that prosperity which the arts and sciences pro- 
duce when under the protection of wholesome laws, 
which you will be enabled properly to appreciate, 
only when you will have become a free people. 
You who, ill-advised, have abandoned your homes, | 
whatever may have been the place of your birth, 
your political or religious opinions, returm without 


delay, and resume your g¥@nted occupations. De- 
precate the evil counsel your enemies May disse- 








handed down to succeeding generations, and will 
cover yourselves and your latest posterity with a 
never-fading wreath of glory. The path of honoy 
is now open before you. Let those who distinguish 
themselves look forward with confidence to pro- 
motion and preferment. To perpetuate the memo- 
ry of your valor, I have decreed, and do decree, 2 
shield of honor, to be worn on the left arm of every 
individual who has assisted or co-operated in the 
reduction of the Island of Amelia; this shield will be 
round, of the diameter of four inches, made of red 
cloth, with this device, “ Vencedores de Amalia, 29th 
of June, de 1817, 7 y 1,” surrounded by a wreath 
of laurel and oak leaves, embroidered im gold for 
the officers, in yellow silk for the men. ‘The colors 
of the corps of national artillery, the first squadron 


of cavalry, and the regiment of Columbia will have ~ 
|the same device embroidered on the right angle 


of the colors. 
lia! 
Dated at head- quarters, San Fernandina, Ist July, 
1817, 7 & 1. GREGOR MACGREGOR, 
JH. DE YRIDARREN, secretary. 


Long live the conquerors of Amé- 
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Henor to the Dead. 


SPALTIMORE—GRAVES TO HER INVADERS, TO HER DE- 
FENDENS A MONUMENT.”—Com. Porters toast. 
“* Dulci et detorwn est pro patria mori.” 

On Monday last, “Tur rianst Meenanicat Votun- 
rrERs,” one of the companies attached to the fifth 
regiment, erected on the spot where the advanced 
party under major Heats was engaged with the Bri- 
tish forces, a MONUMENT @o the memory of Aquit- 
1a Ranpart, one of the members, who fell in that 
skirmish. The company, headed by their command- 
er, captain B. C. Howurd, marched from town at an 
early hour; and having been joined on the ground, 
at 11 o’clock, by col. Heath, hieut. col. Barry, major 
Steuart, and several other officers of the regiment, 
the ceremony of putting up the monument was then 
commenced, and in a very short time completed, 
under the direction of Mr. Towson (lieutenant of 
the company)—Indeed much commendation 1s due 
to this gentleman (and no less to colanel Smal’, who 
assisted in the design) for the style and good taste 
in which the monument is executed. He has aimetl 
at simplicity and neatness, and he has not been 
disappointed. 

The monumént is a pyramid of white stone, about 
four feet high, resting on a well proportioned pedes- 
tal, which bears the four following inscriptions : 


{ On the side fucing the road | 
How beautiful is death, when earned by virtue. 
[On the opposite side.} 
SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF 
AQUILLA RANDALL, 
Who died, in bravely defending his country 
and his home, 
On the memorable 12th of Scptember, 
1814, 
Aged 24 years. 
[On the side up the road.} 
THE FIRST MECHANICAL VOLUNTEERS, 
Commanded by Capt. B. C. Howard, 
In the 5th Regiment, M. M. 
HAVE ERECTED THIS MONUMENT, 
As a tribute of their respect for 
THE MEMORY OF 
THEIR GALLANT BROTAER IN ARMS. 
[On the stde down the road.) 
IN THE SKIRMISH 
WHICH OCCURRED AT THiS SPOT, 
Between the advanced party under 
Miajor Richard K. Heath, 
Of the Fifth Regiment, M. M. 

And the front of the British column, 
MAJOR-GENERAL ROSS, 
Commander of the British forces, 
RECEIVED HIS MORTAL WOUND. 

Having completed the necessary labors of the 


undertaking, the company was then drawn up in| 


front of the monument; the officers of the regiment 
attending by invitation were posted in front of the 
comp-iy, and captain Howarp delivered, in a mo- 
dest but impressive manner, the address, an imper- 
fect sketch of which follows. 

The address was remarkably appropriate—It is 
indeed to be regretted, that in yielding to the re. 
quest for publication, captain Heward has not been 
able to collect from a failing memory, the whole 
address, as he delivered it. But there is enough 
left to challenge praise : not only for the judicious 
selection of topies, but also for the beauty and puri- 
ty of his language. 

After firing three vollies over the monument, the 


company was dismissejt to paptakg of a bandsome 
a 


SKETCH OF CAPTAIN HOWARD’S ADDRESS, 


bled on this day for the purpose of completing a 
design that we have long entertained. It is to per- 
form one of those duties that can happen but sel- 
dom in the course of an individual’s life, for wars, 
thank heaven, in our country, are not so frequent 
as to call upon us often to honor the memories of 
those who fall in her defence. But when it does 
occur, it is a duty for the performance of which we 
are bound by more than ordinary ties. We owe 
something to those who are dead—something to 
those who are yet unborn. So strongly do I feet 
this, that my imaf ination at this moment flies for- 
ward to the future, and my memory back to the past. 
I can picture to myself the sensations of those wie 
in far distant days will contemplate this monument, 
while busy memory brings before me the scene 
which was exhibited here, and the melancholy event 
which has caused our assemblage at this spot. Let 
us turn our attention for a moment to the year 1814, 
when a black and porteatous cloud seemed threat- 
ening to burst upon our country; when it had been 
vauntingly declared that all assailable places were 
to be laid waste, and our city rich with the gifts of 
commerce, and strony with the sinews of war, stood 
high on the list of prescription—But the spirit of 
the nation was roused, and the torch of military en- 
thusiasm was lit at the flame of tlie consuming capi- 


jtol. ‘There the listef proscription stopped. .Witl 


the points of our swords, we erased from it the 
name of Baltimore, and Batimore was saved.—And 
whom had we to oppose ? not a miserable rabble 
fighting for their rations alone; not am irregular 
and undisciplined enemy, but troops that had scat- 


| tered the armi¢s of France to the right and to the 


left in their march through Spain; troops inured to 
carnage and war, and flushed with thinking they 


unfomtunate Biadensburg—Can we book back upon 





‘this contest with any less feeling than pride? Wags 


\there any thing in our conduct that should make 


{ 


to remain unnoticed, “Efis here where her riti- 


ius avoid recurring to that period? No—Thank 
'Heaven, there was not—here we stood, and here 
we acted our parts—Here we all shared one com- 
mon danger, and though the bali that bore the mes- 
sage of death as it sang through the air, took only 
one from among us; yet who is there might not 
have shared the same fate ? whois there that might 
not have been that one? It well becomes us there- 
fore to join heart and hand in placing some dura- 
ble memorial on a spot so censecrated as this. This 
monument which we are now erecting, will stand 
ws a sulemn expression of the feelings of us all, as 
a solemn determination, that though the life of 
Randall was rudely and untimely destroyed, his 
name shall not perish from the face of the earth. 
Our city, I am proud to say, has evinced no 
backwardness, nu cold reluctance, to honor the 
memories of those who fell in her defence. She 
has placed in her bosom an ornament to her beauty, 
and a monument of her gratitude. She has erected 
im the midst of her busy strects an edifice whose 
towering column is destined to bear the names 
of those whose lives were offered up to save her 
from the hostile tread and the midnight terrors 
of an exasperated and ungovernable foe. Not a 
traveller cam pass without stopping to admire the 
gratitude of Baitimore to her detenders. But & 
regret that the spot, which is made classic by the 
effusion of blood, the spot where the long line 
sioodd a by the systematit advances of an 
experienced and disciplined foe, has been suffered 





Aly Friends and Fellow Soldiers—We are asseme 


had tamed the American pride at that ili-fated,- 
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zens stood arrayed in soldiers’ grab, thai honors 
to a soldier’s memory should have been paid. To 
mark the spot be then our care. Let our monu- 
Ment arise, in humility proportioned to our num- 
ber, compared with the collected mass. Let the 
name of Randall be recorded on imperishable stone, 
on the spot where his life blood streamed upon the 
ground. I scruple not to say, that though the 
lofty column does not rise above the tops of the 
neighbouring trees; though plain and unadorned 
‘with magnificent and expensive sculpture; the mo- 
nument which we have this day erected is a proud, 
a noble, a splendid tribute to his memory. Who 
is there here, whose heart we.ld not beat faster. 
whose pulse would not throb quicker, at the pros. 
pect of such a monument as this. For myself ! 
could almost change places with him; I do believe 
that his death atoned for many a sin, if many a sin 
he had committed. To defend our country has 
ever been considered one of the highest, holiest 
duties that man has to perform; religious bigotry 
may tell us, that war is unlawful and a crime; but 
the honest, unperverted feelings of the human /eart 
will always refuse to believe it. What—has Pro. 
vidence blessed us with a noble country, enriched 
with all the blessings of civilization and enlightened 
by the animating principles of liberty, only to sur- 
render it up to the first invader? Shall we not 
keep what God has given us? He who suffers th» 
fiery death of the warrior, whose soul has burst, 
hot crept forth from its tenement of clay in such a| 





cause as that, has well performed his part ia life. 
The lamp of life, if it be not suddenly extinguished | 
will waste slowly away; better to be extinguished | 
gn the midst of its brightness and leave the me-,| 
mory of its brilliancy behind it, than glimmer for 
years in the socket. 

Near this spot another monument was earned, | 
though ten thousand swords would leap from their 
scabbards to prevent it from being placed there. 
{t was here that the haughty general who declared 
he did not care if it rained militia, atoned with his 
life for his rash opinion. It was here that they 
rained such a tempest upon his head as beat him 
to the ground. There let his memory—rest for us. 
If his government have done, what it is said they 
have, they have not only insulted the feelings of the 
American nation, but imprinted a foul and siame- 
ful spot on the memory of him they wis!ed to honor. 
To assert that Ross was slain at Washington is as 
monstrous and inexcusable as to engraft upon his 
coat of arms the broken flag of the United States. 
Truth, simple as the 
-stone and pure as the color that glitters in the day, 
‘breathes in every word and action The honors 
we pay are those we think due. No more. With 
ahat sublime attribute of heaven, truth, engafted 
‘upon them, they can be looked upon with more 
pride by those who give them and the friends of 
him on whom they are bestowed, than the most 
pompous and Jordiy testimonials, framed to feed 
Bational vanity at the expence of history and fact. 

My friends—I have done— We commit this monu- 
ment to destiny and time. 








CHRONICLE. 
Plaster of Paris. A \etter trom Enbec, Maine, 
‘Wntimates that by some improvements of roads and 
water communications, we can he supplied with 
Plaster of Paris as abundantly and nearly as low 
from our own territory as from that of the British, 
Let these roads, kc. be made, and the import of the 


This wouid be fair play, and further would securé 
to us the many advantages arising from the carry- 
ing of so weighty a commodity in the employment 
of our own seamen. 

We frequently hear from our squadron in the 
Mediterranean—all well. 

The harvest. We learn from every quarter of our 
country of the most productive harvest perhaps 
ever known in the United States; and a mu¢h in- 
creased quantity of grain was planted. The price 
<I flour in Europe keeps up. See “Foreign Arti- 
cles. 


A Spanish ship with a valuable cargo, bearing the 
character of a prize to a Buenos Ayrean privateer 
called the Muangero, has been detamed by a revenue 
entter in the Chesapeake, and sent into Norfolk. 
She was bound to Baitimore. Several cireumstan- 
ces of a mysterious nature led to the seizure. 


Great canal.—It is expected that 16 miles of the’ 
great canal in New York will be completed in the 
present year. 


Interior trade.—From a Louisville, Ky. paper of 
July 7—Arrived at Shippingport, steam boat 
Franklin, 36 days from New-Orleans (having been 
detained 14 days) a distance of 1510 miles, witha 
freight that will clear 6,500. 


Indian treaty. Governor Cass and gen. McArthur 
are shortly to hold a treaty with the Indians at Fort. 
Meigs, with a view of purchasing lands of them, to 
facilitate the intercourse between the state of Ohio 
and territory of Michigan. 


Anoruer TREATY.—/'rom the Knoxville Gazette of 
July 17.—We are enabied so state, on authority en- 
tiled to the fuilestcredit, that on the 8th imst. go- 
vernor M*Minn and generals Jackson and Meriwe- 
ther, commissioners on the part of the United States, 
effected a treaty with the Cherokee Indians, (by 
way of exchange) for a small tract of country on the 
north side of Tennessee river within the limits of 
this state, including little more than Sequatchee 
valley; and all the land south of Chatahoochee river, 
in the state of Georgia. It is expressly stipulated 
in this treaty, that the census of the whole nation 
be taken in the mor-h of June next, with a view to 
ascertain the gross number of those on the Arkan- 


rsas and White rivers, including all those on the east 


side of the Mississippi, who, on taking the enumera- 
tion, shall express a wish to remove thither—and 
that after the enumeration is taken, the Cherokee 
nation shail cede to the United States such portion 
of their country as those on the Arkansas and White 
rivers, together with all those who wish to remove, 
are justly entitled to from their numbers; for which 
the United States are to give them an equal portion 
of land on the Arkansas and White rivers—the 
bounds of which are designated in the present 
treaty. 


Those that make their election to remove, are to 
be furnished with boais and supplies necessary to 
to their removal, at the expence of the United States; 
each. individual of the poor Indians to be furnished 
with a rifle gun, a blanket and kettle, or steel trap. 


heads of families in the portion of country given up 
to the United States, should the individual claiming 
it reside thereon until bis or her death, which will 
descend to their posterity in fee simple; but should 
they leave their reservations during their life t:me, 
such lands will become the property of the govern- 
ment. A reasonable compensation is to be made to 





doreign commodity bécome a matter of revenue. 


those Indians whe leave plantations, for their im’ 
provements, sai : 


There will be reserves of 640 acres allowed to the | 
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